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▪ Food and habitat for 

wildlife  

▪ Stabilize sediments

▪ Improve water clarity

▪ Remove nutrients -

reduce algal blooms

▪ Help resist invasion

▪ 20-40% coverage of the 

littoral zone is optimal

Native Aquatic Plants Are Important

michiganlakeinfo.com



Invasive 
Aquatic Plants

• Ecosystem Impacts

– Native species crowded out

– Monocultures

– Degraded habitat

• Economic Impacts

– Decreased recreational use

– Decreased tourism

– Decreased property values

– Expensive management 

costs



What We Do
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Curlyleaf pondweed

Potamogeton crispus

Fanwort

Cabomba caroliniana

Variable-leaf watermilfoil

Myriophyllum heterophyllum



American featherfoil

Hottonia inflata









Introduction and 
Dispersal



Benthic Barriers



Aquatic Herbicides



Biological Control

Grass Carp 
Ctenopharyngoden idella



Questions?

https://www.portal.ct.gov/caes-iapp

Invasive Aquatic Plant Program

The Connecticut Agricultural 

Experiment Station

Greg Bugbee

gregory.bugbee@ct.gov

203-974-8512

Summer Stebbins

summer.stebbins@ct.gov

203-974-8545
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