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Recommendation by the EDC:

• The Board of Selectmen Appoints an “Old Lyme 
America250” Committee

• Purpose is to Engage, Encourage, and Coordinate Old 
Lyme residents and organizations celebrating our 
country’s 250th anniversary

• Appointees should represent cultural organizations, 
boards & commissions, historians, artists, and residents 
with a diversity of strengths and experiences
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America’s Semiquincentennial
Takes Place July 4, 2026

• Signing of the Declaration of Independence and 
Founding of our Country took place 250 years ago

• Leading up to 1976, the Town had an Old Lyme 
Bicentennial Commission

– March 1974 recognized as a “bicentennial 
community” by the Federal American Revolutionary 
Bicentennial Administration

• National America250 effort began in 2016

• America250|CT appointed in 2022
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America250: “Engage Americans across 
the country in designing the largest and 
most inclusive anniversary observance in 
our nation’s history”

• “The US Semiquincentennial Commission” established 
by Congress in 2016

• Inclusive programs will inspire Americans to renew and 
strengthen our daring experiment in democracy

• Will ignite imaginations, elevate each of our own stories, 
and inspire service in our community, demonstrating 
the lasting durability of the American project
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America250|CT
• July 2022: Governor Lamont established a statewide 

commission responsible for planning multi-year 
commemorations, celebrations, and reflections

• Commission chaired by Former CT Secretary of State 
Denise Merrill, and administered by CT Humanities

• Commission members include representation from: 
– CT Department of Education

– Dept of Economic and Community Development|Office of 
the Arts

– Department of Aging and Disability Services

– Connecticut Historical Society

– Mashantucket Pequot Tribal Nation

– Mohegan Tribe

– State Historic Preservation Officer

– State Historian

– State Librarian 

– Connecticut Secretary of State Stephanie Thomas 5



America250|CT Mission

• Plan and Coordinate Activities that commemorate the 
250th Anniversary

• Enhance Tourism, Economic Development, Historic 
Education & Preservation, Outdoor Recreation

• Coordinate, Engage, and Liaise with US Commission, 
and other participants including nonprofits and local or 
municipal efforts

• Promote the documentation, identification, and 
preservation of cultural and historic resources, 
including archives, buildings, landscapes, objects, and 
sites related to the semiquincentennial period
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Old Lyme holds a 

historically significant place 

in America’s history.
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Old Lyme Bicentennial Commission

in 1974-76…

• Coordinated efforts among organizations including the 
Lyme Historical Society (archives held at the Florence 
Griswold Museum)

• Three Themes: Heritage, Horizons, and Festivities

• Created historical literacy content for Old Lyme 
elementary school students (2,000 copies also 
purchased by the NY Dept of Education)

• Republished a 100-year-old account of life in Old Lyme

• Produced the historical play “Lyme in the Revolution” 
(performed on Lyme Street and broadcast on local 
radio), sponsored artisan craft shows and town band 
concerts, LHS sponsored a quilting contest

• Received and planted a descendant planting of the 
original Charter Oak (still growing on the grounds of the 
Florence Griswold Museum)

Old Lyme is represented in the State’s bicentennial archives 
housed at the Connecticut State Library.
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Today’s America250|Old Lyme 
Committee Could…

• Educate OL organizations and residents about the National 
and Statewide efforts to illuminate the Country's 250th

• Encourage and coordinate projects and programs across Old 
Lyme to ensure an understanding and appreciation of Old 
Lyme and our country’s history

• Collaborate with surrounding towns, particularly Old 
Saybrook (Saybrook Colony), and Lyme, East Lyme, and 
Salem (with OL “the Lymes”) 

• Work to ensure Old Lyme programming and celebrations are 
recognized at the State level and included in marketing
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Today’s America250|Old Lyme Committee Could…. 
[continued]

• Find ways to include all Old Lyme residents in seeing how 
their own personal history is part of America's history. This 
includes the four key themes of the 250th celebration:
1. Telling Inclusive Stories: Both our own and those of 

people overlooked in Old Lyme's history
2. Power of Place: Ensuring Old Lyme's unique history is 

shared and celebrated
3. Doing History: Inviting the public to fully engage with 

history
4. For the Common Good: Encourage Civic Engagement 

to continue to build our community using the democratic 
ideals outlined in our founding documents
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Potential Appointees 

• Key cultural organizations in town

– OL-PGN Library, Old Lyme Historical Society, 
Florence Griswold Museum, Witness Stone Project, 
and others

• Curriculum Development/Special Projects Lyme-Old 
Lyme Schools

• Town Boards or Commissions

– Economic Development, Historic District 
Commission, Parks & Recreation, Sound View 
Commission (4th of July parade)

• Town Historian

• Old Lyme residents with an interest in history, culture, 
and/or event planning

Will also collaborate with or include Senior Center, Open Space, 
Land Trust, Town Band, Memorial Day Parade Committee, 

Midsummer Festival Committee, Scouts, Artisan’s Guild, 
additional arts & cultural organizations, businesses, beach 

communities, religious organizations, among others
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Committee Budget?

• Town Budget for Fiscal Year 2024-25 in finalizing 
stages now

• Fiscal Year 2025-2026 – (Includes leadup to 7/4/26) 
Requests by November 2024

• Fiscal Year 2026-2027 (Covers July 4, 2026) –
Requests by November 2025

In future fiscal years it is possible the Committee could 
request Town funds (or even seek grants) for some 
planned activities or projects, but individual organizations 
could also seek grants and funding opportunities as they 
typically do.
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The EDC recommends to the Board of 
Selectmen that an “Old Lyme America 250 
Committee” be formed.

• Purpose is to Engage, Encourage, and Coordinate Old Lyme residents’ 
and organizations’ celebration of our country’s 250th anniversary

• Appointees should represent cultural organizations, boards & 
commissions, historians, artists, and residents with a diversity of 
strengths and experiences
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For More Information

America250.0rg

CT250.org

18Powerpoint Template “USA Flag on Blue Background” by PowerpointTemplate.com
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