Route 156 Bikeway and Sound View Improvements Project Background

In 2011 the Town completed a master plan for Sound View that was developed to contemplate various
physical enhancements for the benefit of residents and visitors. The master plan addressed improvements
related to on-street parking along a portion of Hartford Avenue, off-street parking, creation of a family-
oriented “greenspace”/picnic area, and a structured restroom facility.

In 2012, grant funding under the under the Federal Transportation Alternatives Program (TAP) under the
Moving Ahead for Progress in the 21st Century Act (MAP21) was received by the Town. With this funding
available, the “Route 156 Bike Way and Sound View Improvements Project”, State Project 104-172, was
created. Preliminary Design for the project was completed in August of 2015. The Semi-Final design
represents the next iteration of the design process and addresses comments received from the
ConnecticutDepartment of Transportation.

Improvements to Hartford Avenue Goals:

o Employ “Complete Street” concepts that accommodate all users and enhance safety.

o Create a sense of place and identity for the Sound View community that improves public safety and fosters
business activities.

o Create public spaces that promote people’s health, happiness, and well-being.

o Accommodate bicycle use.

o Enhance the pedestrian experience.

o Maximize parking.

An approximately 1,172 foot (.22 miles) segment of Hartford Avenue is addressed under Project 104-172
(segment “A” as previously-described). This segment extends from the Hartford Avenue/Bocce Lane
intersection to the Hartford Avenue/Pond Road intersection. Proposed improvements to Hartford Avenue
include a “share the road” bike route, revised on-street parking, sidewalk modifications for pedestrian
accommodation and handicapped accessibility, crosswalks, and signage.

Hartford Avenue

General

Hartford Avenue is a two-lane, bi-directional Town road extending from Route 156 to Sound View Beach
(approximately 0.4 miles in length). The Town right-of-way is 50 feet wide along its entire length. The posted
speed limit along the entire road is 20 miles per hour. Also as previously-indicated, Hartford Avenue is
comprised of two distinct segments, “A” and “B”. Segment “A”, from Bocce Lane to Sound View Beach is
bituminous pavement with concrete curbing and sidewalks and on-Street parking. Land use along this
segment is a mix of residential and commercial. Segment “B”, from Route 156 south to

Bocce Lane is bituminous pavement without curbing or sidewalks. Land use along this segment is residential.
The road is primarily utilized by local residents (both permanent and seasonal),

visitors to the Town’s beach (Sound View Beach), and visitors to several local business

establishments along the road.

Roadway Infrastructure

Lane widths on Hartford Avenue average 11 feet in each direction. In general, the roadway
infrastructure along Hartford Avenue is in generally good condition, and is smooth with few
bumps or depressions. The bituminous pavement surface is generally free of significant surface
defects, surface deformations, or cracking. At several locations on the east side of Hartford
Avenue, small bituminous ramps have been added to create a vehicular transition over the
concrete curb. These bituminous ramps extend approximately 12 inches into the travel-way.



Pavement markings are generally in good condition, and include the following:

o Solid yellow centerline.

o Solid white lines delineating the edge of the travel-way (present on the east side only
in Segment “A”).

o White crosswalks at all crossings with the exception of the north side of the Hartford
Avenue/Martino Road intersection, crossing Hartford Avenue.

o Stop-bars at all stop sign locations.

Signage is generally in good condition and includes stop signs at all of the intersections, speed
limits signs on the east and west sides of the road, and road identification signs at the
intersections of Hartford Avenue with Rout 156, Martino Road, Bocce Lane, and Pond Road.
Several no parking signs are co-located in the speed limit sign posts.

Parking

On-street parking is located along Hartford Avenue segment “A” along its west side in a 45-
degree angled “nose-in” configuration. Two spaces are configured as parallel parking spaces
at the southern end of Hartford Avenue. A total of 51 spaces are located on the street. Of these
spaces, 1 is a handicapped parking space and 15 spaces are designated for 30 minute business
parking. Parking is pay-to-park, and is controlled with two (2) kiosk-type meters.

Hartford Avenue

As indicated previously, Hartford Avenue is a two-lane, bi-directional Town road extending
from Route 156 to Sound View Beach (approximately 0.4 miles in length). The Town rightof-
way is 50 feet wide along its entire length. The posted speed limit along the entire road is

20 miles per hour. Also as previously-indicated, Hartford Avenue is comprised of two distinct
segments, “A” and “B”. Segment “A”, from Bocce Lane to Sound View Beach is bituminous
pavement with concrete curbing and sidewalks and on-Street parking. Land use along this
segment is a mix of residential and commercial. Segment “B”, from Route 156 south to Bocce
Lane is bituminous pavement without curbing or sidewalks. Land use along this segment is
residential. The road is primarily utilized by local residents (both permanent and seasonal),
visitors to the Town’s beach (Sound View Beach), and visitors to several local business
establishments along the road.

Roadway Infrastructure

Lane widths on Hartford Avenue average 11 feet in each direction. In general, the roadway
infrastructure along Hartford Avenue is in generally good condition, and is smooth with few
bumps or depressions. The bituminous pavement surface is generally free of significant surface
defects, surface deformations, or cracking. At several locations on the east side of Hartford
Avenue, small bituminous ramps have been added to create a vehicular transition over the
concrete curb. These bituminous ramps extend approximately 12 inches into the travel-way.
3.2.9 [llumination

Pole-mounted street lights owned by the Town of Old Lyme are located at various locations
along Hartford Avenue (co-located on existing Eversource utility poles). Within Hartford
Avenue Segment A, 11 utility pole-mounted lights are present.



